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Globally, around 14.5 billion barrels of crude oil is transported by sea every year and 28
million barrels are produced daily from offshore fields. Oil spills present a risk that has
been managed for years by industry and governments alike. They have -individually and
cooperatively- developed several strategies for oil spills response, one of them being the
use of dispersants at the water surface and subsea.

The webinar will present the key findings of the Arpel report Operational and
Regulatory Considerations for the Efficient Use of Dispersants to Combat Oil Spills
(April 2025 Edition) with an overview of key regulatory requirements regarding the
pre-approval and field authorization of dispersants in several countries of the Americas
Region as well as key operational considerations requiring advanced planning. The report
identifies opportunities for improvement for an effective outcome of the use of
dispersants in case of an oil spill.

It is expected that the analysis of the Arpel report will support the development/update
of countries' effective regulations and policies for the approval and use of dispersants as
an option to combat oil spills and encourage the implementation of good practices and
transboundary collaboration. It will also assist industry partners to enhance operational
considerations of their dispersants program.
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Dr. Victoria Broje is an internationally recognized expert with 25 years of experience in
environmental science and emergency response. She supports Shell businesses worldwide as a
Principal Technical Expert in spill response technologies, research and development, regulatory
and public outreach, and environmental impact assessments. Dr. Broje participates in developing
best industry practices in emergency response and environmental protection working through
trade associations such as API, Arpel, IOGP, CAPP, and Ipieca. She engages with governmental
agencies of the US, Canada, Mexico, Kazakhstan, Colombia, Australia, and many others to
improve environmental regulations around emergency response. She also serves as Chair of the
Board for the Clean Caribbean and Americas, a non-profit organization dedicated to outreach on
spill response and environmental protection topics and advises numerous academic projects.
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